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The formation of the National Union for VWork and Reconstruction, a new
political party uadex Soviet sponsorship, has as its purpose the winning over
of the politically modepate—-"center’~—elements of the population, Constantin
Argetolenu, head of the new Party, was sponsorsd by the Soviet Minister I.S.
Kevtaradze after approval for the establishment of the Party had been given
by the Central Committes of the Communist Party st its plenary session of

9 January 1947.

mepsterorthy but Udile-imowa members of the Rumanian Commanist Party
will be registered in the new Party, as well as a fe¥ tcell chiefs" of
the Nationsz)l Popular Party who have until now organized the commnist
elements of that Farty. Some members of the Plowmen's Front, Commmnist
Legionnaires led by Alexendru Constant and P. P. Panaitescu, and police
agents under the iesdership of Gheorghe Paun of the National Peasant
Party, will alsoc be registered in the Party.

Argentoiam recently met with Pelive Muscale, leader of the small tradesmen
and mamacturers and former member of the National Pessant Perty. Muscale
and his followers were chosen to form the National Union for Work and

Reconstruction.

Eril Odagescu and Emil Protopopescu~Pasche also joined the new Party.
One of the most important members to join is Bugen Titeamu, a former
winister of Propagandd. Thls former attorney has been allotted funds
(said to be 20 billion lei from L. A. Bahtin, General Director of the
Panca de Credit Romen) and protection for the publication of a daily
newspaper. FHeo 18 said to be a Soviet agent, and will bring with him

other agents undercover.

25X1A Mz 1. P. Sutov is attached to the Soviet
Embassy at Bucharest. To is voported thst he is the peinclpal
Soviet expert on Rumanian political matters. )
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